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Summary.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission providing community 
views regarding the NSW Department of Planning’s Your Future Central 
Coast 2031 Discussion Paper (YFCC). 

This response is submitted by the Mountain Districts Association - Gasfield 
Free Mountain Districts subcommittee.

The Sub Committee notes that the YFCC 2031 Discussion Paper identifies 
Coal Seam Gas mining as being a possible new industry within the area. 

The Sub Committee, on behalf of 1199 residents of the Mountain Districts 
submit in response that Coal Seam Gas mining is:

 unsuited to the area, 
 incompatible with existing and substantial economic activity, 
 unwelcomed by the communities of the Mountain Districts,
 incompatible with the projected population growth of 64,500 new 

residents by 2031.

The Sub Committee calls for permanent protection of water catchments, 
aquifers, productive agricultural land and privately and publicly held bushlands
from Coal Seam Gas mining activities.

Simon Perry
Resident, Gosford and Bucketty
gasfieldfreemountain@ridgesong.net

John Edye
Resident, Cedar Brush Creek
gasfieldfreemountain@gmail.com

Co-Convenors – Gasfield Free Mountain Districts 

Fri 14 November 2014
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The Sub Committee’s social license to speak for the 
community.

The Mountain Districts Association (MDA) is a not-for-profit incorporated 
association working for the common good of the Mountain Districts and its 
people. In early 2014 the MDA formed a Sub Committee tasked with 
investigating the issue of Coal Seam Gas mining throughout the Mountain 
Districts. 

The “Mountain Districts” is an area of the Central Coast of New South Wales, 
Australia, that includes Mangrove Mountain, Somersby, Central Mangrove, 
Peats Ridge, Calga, Kulnura, Mount White, Glenworth Valley, Upper 
Mangrove, Mangrove Creek, Gunderman, Spencer, Greengrove, Lower 
Mangrove, Bucketty, Murrays Run and Ten Mile Hollow. Its borders are 
“porous” and it is as much defined by cultural identity and affinity as 
geography. From the perspective of the Your Future Central Coast and RGIP 
exercise, the Mountain Districts are those areas to the West of the M1 
corridor.

The Mountain Districts fall predominantly within Petroleum Exploration 
Licence #2 (PEL2), with AGL holding the licence as of 2014. The North 
Western reaches of Murrays Run fall within PEL#267. The sub-committee 
works to make sure the development decisions made by government and 
industry uphold the interests of our community members.

During 2014 the Sub Committee organised and conducted a door to door 
survey of residents of the Mountain Districts.  1199 residents were surveyed 
regarding their views on Coal Seam Gas mining in the area. 98.2% of 
surveyed residents stated that they do not wish any Coal Seam Gas mining 
activity anywhere in the Mountain Districts due to their concerns over the risks
to the aquifer, water catchments, and existing agricultural industries.

Thus the community has overwhelmingly rejected the concept of Coal Seam 
Gas mining in the area, viewing the proposal as being unsuitable and 
incompatible with existing land uses and posing an unacceptable risk to the 
ground and surface water supplies. See Appendices for further details 
regarding this survey.
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Specific Comments regarding the YFCC 2031 Discussion 
Paper.

Section 6 – Providing jobs and economic opportunities.

The committee notes that the YFCC 2031 discussion paper identifies that 
Agriculture provided $157,000,000 of economic activity (2010-2011). The 
committee has been advised by representatives of the local Farmers 
Federation that for every dollar attributable to direct farm turnover, an 
estimated additional $3.50 is generated in follow on and related economic 
activity (farm service industries, transportation of farm produce and so on). 

Therefore it is reasonably to assume that upwards of $706,500,000 of Central 
Coast GDP might be attributed to the activity of the agricultural industry within 
the region.

Any future development that places this economic benefit at risk must be 
weighed in light of the existing, substantial economic (and employment) 
contribution of the agricultural industry. 

The Sub Committee, on behalf of 1199 residents of the Mountain Districts 
regards the CSG industry as posing an unacceptable risk to the aquifer that 
the agricultural industry relies upon, and also to the water catchments 
surrounding the Mangrove Mountain Dam – the principle water source for the 
Central Coast region.

Section 10 – Protecting our natural environment and 
heritage and building resilience to natural hazards.

This section also identifies potential risks to the aquifer the region relies upon.

Extractive industries including Coal Seam Gas and Coal mining anywhere in 
the water catchment or above the aquifer poses unacceptable risks to the 
region’s water supplies. Should the aquifer and/or catchment be compromised
by such industries the entire carrying capacity of the region in terms of the 
current population would be severely (likely irrevocably) compromised. Any 
industry that places the region’s water supplies at risk is utterly incompatible 
with residential and agricultural land use.

Should the region’s aquifer and water catchment be compromised the 
proposed population increase (of 64,500 additional residents by 2031) will 
have insufficient water for daily usage. 
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Section 11 – Protecting productive rural and resource land.

It is requested that the 2031/YFCC planning process include the identification 
of areas to the West of the M1 corridor that are best protected by permanently
setting them aside from coal and coal seam gas mining activities. We call for 
all water catchment areas, areas with vital underlying aquifers (and connected
geological structures), and agricultural land to permanently protected from 
CSG industry activity.

As stated above during 2014 the Mountain Districts Association conducted a 
house-to-house survey of the residents of the populated areas to the West of 
the M1 corridor concerning Coal Seam Gas. 98.2% of respondents stated 
unequivocally that they wish the area to be permanently protected from Coal 
Seam Gas mining, due to concerns over unacceptable risks to the water 
catchment, aquifer, existing agricultural industries, and native bushlands and 
similar areas. 

Clearly the desires of the residents of these communities, being best placed 
to offer a balanced view of development versus conservation needs to be 
heeded regarding the ways to protect productive rural and resource lands. 

14 November 2014 Page 6
Submission to the NSW Department of Planning from the MDA: Gasfield Free Mountain Districts Sub

Committee to the “Your Future Central Coast 2031 (Discussion Paper)”



Appendices: 

Community Survey regarding Coal Seam Gas.

During 2014 the Sub Committee organised and conducted a door to door 
survey of residents of the Mountain Districts.  The community has 
overwhelmingly rejected the concept of Coal Seam Gas mining in the area, 
viewing the proposal as being unsuitable and incompatible with existing land 
uses and posing an unacceptable risk to the ground and surface water 
supplies.

Residents were provided unbiased information regarding CSG, and then 
asked “Do you wish the district to remain gasfield free?”. An answer of “Yes” 
corresponded to the respondent viewing the CSG industry as being unsuited 
to the area.

The MDA CSG survey process divided the area to be surveyed into three 
Local Government Areas (Cessnock, Gosford and Wyong). 

For the purposes of the survey:
 Cessnock LGA includes: Bucketty, Murray’s Run, Will-O-Wyn, Laguna 

and Murray’s Run. 
 Gosford LGA includes: Mangrove Mountain, Central Mangrove, Lower 

Mangrove, Peats Ridge, Spencer, Gunderman, Mills Creek and 
Kulnura (in part). 

 Wyong LGA includes: the suburb of Kulnura (remaining areas).

14 November 2014 Page 7
Submission to the NSW Department of Planning from the MDA: Gasfield Free Mountain Districts Sub

Committee to the “Your Future Central Coast 2031 (Discussion Paper)”



Summary of survey results in LGAs of Gosford, Wyong and Cessnock
for gasfield-free preferences.

LGA # individuals 
responding

Yes
# / %

Unsure
# / %

No
# / %

Cessnock 207 200
96.6%

3
1.4%

4
2%

Wyong 313 309
98.7%

0 4
1.3%

Gosford 701 690
98.4%

3
0.4%

8
1.1%

Total 1221 1199 6 16

Total % (*) 98.2% 0.5% 1.31%

(* percentages rounded)
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