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 CENTRAL COAST GREENS 
POSITION STATEMENT 

Secretary: centralcoastgreens@gmail.com 

 

Social and economic justice; ecological sustainability; 

peace and non violence; grassroots democracy 

 

THE CENTRAL COAST GREENS ARE OPPOSED TO ALL CSG  

EXPLORATION OR EXTRACTION ON THE CENTRAL COAST 

 
The Greens on the Central Coast: 

 
Gosford – Kate da Costa  
Wyong – Vicki Dimond  

The Entrance – Scott Rickard  
Terrigal – Doug Williamson  

 
  
The Greens are unequivocally opposed to coal seam gas (CSG) and other unconventional 

gas on the Central Coast and in the whole of NSW. We make no distinction between 

drinking water catchments, agricultural land, built up areas or bushland – we do not want 

CSG or unconventional gas exploration or drilling on the Central Coast. Our agricultural land, 

our water, our natural bush and our towns are too important to be placed in danger by an 

industry which is not necessary and which presents unacceptable pollution and health risks. 

  

We are the only party which has a firm position against CSG in the whole state. We remain 

concerned that there is no legislative protection for most of the Central Coast against these 

new gas exploration and production ventures. There are active Petroleum Exploration 

Licences over much of the Coast, which are either being renewed or have been extended by 

the Coalition. We are also concerned that the Government’s proposed changes to the 

Mining State Environment Planning Policy (SEPP) would reduce environmental protection – 

this is explicitly against the Chief Scientist’s recommendations. 

 

CSG is a fossil fuel. Burning it to produce energy adds to climate change inducing gases. 

Leakage from wells, especially of methane, is proven, and is more destructive than carbon 

dioxide over 20 years. This would be alleviated by a 100% renewable energy plan that is 

possible, affordable and necessary and keeps all of these fossil fuels where they belong – in 

the ground. Additional concerns are due to the fact that salts and chemicals in produced 

water from CSG extraction have no proven safe disposal system and demonstrated leakage 

of wells has contaminated aquifers in other regions. We want to keep our water clean. 
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The current situation is that the price of gas in NSW is set to rise, but not because of a lack 

of supply, but because the East Coast will shortly be exposed to the higher international 

prices for gas as producers choose to export their gas. If gas exploration and production 

goes ahead against the campaigns of communities and The Greens, then at the very least, a 

domestic gas reservation plan must be enacted, following the model of WA.  

 

The Central Coast Greens support all community groups working to stop CSG exploration or 

production on the Central Coast, and all community groups working to stop new open-cut or 

long-wall coal mining. We hope to see the end of most fossil fuel mining in NSW, and 

Australia, as soon as possible, with the expansion of renewable energy generation for 

electricity, and the development of replacements as far as possible for industry, vehicles and 

aviation needs. 

 

Talk is cheap. Action is what counts, and The Greens have introduced several bills into State 

Parliament to attempt to protect the Central Coast. Regrettably, these have failed due to 

lack of support from the other parties. 

 

Responsible Mining Bill 2014 (introduced in 2012, lapsed, revised and resubmitted 10/2014) 

  

 Framework for responsible mining which will bring to an end the failed adaptive 
management and co-existence strategies of successive Governments that have seen 
mining and coal seam gas encroach on our agricultural lands, communities, and 
environment. 

 A clear alternative to the Coalition Government’s failed Strategic Regional Land Use 
Policy which ignores the Liberal and National Party's own election commitment to 
outline clear no-go zones.   

 Looks to conserve mineral resources for the long-term benefit of the public while 
minimising the negative impacts and protecting those natural resources we rely on 
for survival, like water, air and food producing land. 

 Among other things the Bill: 

 Introduces No Go Zones for drinking water catchments, biodiversity 
hotspots, strategic agricultural land and urban areas; 

 Legislates a ‘right to say no’ for landholders and Local councils, 
through their Local Environment Plan; 

 Puts a gate in the Mining and Petroleum Gateway Panel  so that 
inappropriate mines can be rejected from the outset by independent 
experts  

 Establishes an independent, well-resourced Mining and Petroleum 
Authority to ensure that all approved mining and petroleum 
developments meet their ongoing legislative and regulatory 
requirements and the granting of mining license is free from 
corruption. 

  

 Did not get voted on before Parliament was adjourned for the year. 
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http://jeremybuckingham.org/2014/10/27/the-greens-responsible-mining-protecting-land-

water-and-communities-bill-2014/ 

  

Central Coast Water Catchments Protection Bill 2014 (March 4, 2014) 

  

 The Bill prohibits any new authorities for mining or exploration, including for 
petroleum, in the Central Coast’s 7 critical drinking water catchments.  

 These are the Mangrove Creek Dam, Mardi Dam, Ourimbah Creek, Wyong River, 
Porters Creek, Mangrove Creek Weir and Mooney Mooney Dam catchment areas. 

 Would prevent the Wallarah 2 coal mine and any CSG 
  

 Coalition opposed despite their ‘no ifs, no buts’ guarantee 

 Labor refused to support on the basis that they would bring in their own ‘better’ bill but 

then failed to ever bring this on for discussion in the parliament. 

 

http://jeremybuckingham.org/2014/03/04/greens-introduce-bill-to-prevent-mining-in-the-

central-coast-catchment/ 

 

 

Coal Seam Gas Moratorium Bill 2011 

  

 Would have created a moratorium on any new CSG exploration and production 
activities across NSW for a period of 12 months. 

 Also would have prohibited CSG development within the Sydney Metropolitan Area 
and the Special Catchment Areas that protect drinking water supplies. 
  

 Voted down by the Coalition, supported by Labor. 

 

-ENDS-  
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Kate da Costa 

Convenor, Water/Energy/Environment Working Group, Central Coast Greens 
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